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1. Purpose 
This SME Declaration must be completed and signed by each applicant receiving funding under the LIGAWINE Open Call. Its purpose is to confirm that the applicant qualifies as an SME in accordance with Commission Recommendation 2003/361/EC and meets the relevant eligibility requirements of the LIGAWINE Open Call.
· For Strand 1: Mini-Consortia, each Consortium member must complete and sign a separate SME Declaration.
· For Strand 2: Open Challenges, the single applicant must complete and sign this SME Declaration.
2. Glossary
SME (small and medium-sized enterprise): An entity that complies with the following European Commission Recommendation 2003/361/EC criteria:
· Headcount in Annual Work Unit (AWU) of less than 250.
· Annual turnover less than or equal to EUR 50 million OR annual balance sheet total less than or equal to EUR 43 million.
Dominant influence: An influence that can be exercised over a company to achieve the operating and financial policies desired by the holder of the influence, notwithstanding the rights or influence of any other party. If one organisation exerts such a dominant influence over a company, this company should be treated as a subsidiary of the organisation and consolidated into the group accounts of the organisation, in other words, it should be treated as a linked entity.
Holding: Share of capital or voting rights, whichever is higher.
Partner enterprises: If holdings with other enterprises rise to at least 25% but not more than 50%, the enterprises in question are treated as partner enterprises.
Linked enterprises: If holdings with other enterprises exceed the 50% threshold, these enterprises are considered linked enterprises. 
Autonomous enterprise: If the enterprise is either completely independent or has one or more minority partnerships (each less than 25%) with other enterprises, it is considered an autonomous enterprise. These are also some cases where an enterprise is considered autonomous even if the holding thresholds of 25% and 50% are exceeded – if that percentage is held by the following categories of investors:
i. Public investment corporations, venture capital companies, individuals or group of individuals with a regular venture capital investment activity who invest equity capital in unquoted businesses (’’business angels’’), provided the total investment of those business angels in the same enterprise is less than EUR 1,250,000,
ii. Universities or non-profit research centres,
iii. Institutional investors, including regional development funds,
iv. Autonomous local authorities with an annual budget of less than EUR 10 million and less than 5,000 inhabitants
Consolidation: To consolidate means to combine assets, liabilities and other financial items of two or more entities into one. In the context of financial accounting, the term consolidate often refers to the consolidation of financial statements wherein all subsidiaries report under the umbrella of a parent company. In case an enterprise draws up consolidated accounts voluntarily, without being required to do so under the Seventh Directive (Council Directive 83/349/EEC), the enterprise is not necessarily linked and can be considered only a partner.
Headcount: The number of people who are employed by a company.
AWU (Annual Working Unit): One AWU corresponds to one person who worked full-time in the enterprise in question or on its behalf during the entire reference year. The headcount is expressed in AWUs.
VAT (Value Added Tax) Number: A unique number that identifies a taxable person (business) or non-taxable legal entity that is registered for VAT. Every country issues its own national VAT number.
Principal director: Chairman, CEO, Director-General, or equivalent.
3. Declaration on Legal Entity and SME Status
Precise identification of the applicant enterprise
Name or Business name .......................................................................................................................
Address (of registered office) .................................................................................................
Registration / VAT number .....................................................................................................
Names and titles of the principal director(s) ...........................................................................
Type of applicant (see explanatory note)
Tick to indicate which case(s) applies to the applicant enterprise:
	☐ Autonomous enterprise
	In this case the data filled in the box below result from the accounts of the applicant enterprise only. Fill in the declaration only, without appendix.

	☐ Partner enterprise
☐ Linked enterprise
	Fill in and attach the appendix (and any additional sheets), then complete the declaration by copying the results of the calculations into the box below.


Data used to determine the category of enterprise
	☐ The applicant confirms that, based on the information provided above and any applicable partner or linked enterprise calculations, it qualifies as an SME under Commission Recommendation 2003/361/EC.


Calculated according to Article 6 of the Annex to the Commission Recommendation 2003/361/EC on the SME definition:
	Reference period (*)

	Headcount (AWU)
	Annual turnover (**)
	Balance sheet total (**)

	
	
	

	(*) All data must be relating to the last approved accounting period and calculated on an annual basis. In the case of newly established enterprises whose accounts have not yet been approved, the data to apply shall be derived from a reliable estimate made in the course of the financial year. 
(**) EUR 1,000.



	Important: 
Compared to the previous accounting period there is a change regarding the data, which could result in a change of category of the applicant enterprise (micro, small, medium-sized or big enterprise).
	☐ No
☐ Yes (in this case fill in and attach a declaration regarding the previous accounting period).


Signature 
Name and position of the signatory, being authorised to represent the enterprise: 
..........................................................................
I declare in my honour the accuracy of this declaration and of any appendices thereto.
Done at 
..........................................................................
Signature
..........................................................................
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